










 
 
 

Niles Park District 
Mission Statement 

 
 
 

As an independent municipal agency, the Niles Park 
District serves to enhance the life of our residents by: 
 

�x Working in unison to fulfill the goals established to 
meet their leisure opportunities; 

 
�x Seeking input and group involvement from our 

community on a regular basis; 
 

�x Implementing innovative business-like policies; 
 

�x And in all matters, whether it be the facilities we 
maintain, the services we provide, the people we 
hire, or the way we conduct ourselves, to make 
certain that quality is the nucleus around which 
everything revolves. 
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

The Niles Park District Recreation Department is based on providing fun and safe recreational 
opportunities for all age groups from tots to seniors for the residents of Niles. 
 
The Recreation Department consists of two full-time employees, eight part time 
registration/office staff, program instructors, preschool teachers and aides dedicated to 
providing top customer service, quality 
programs and services relating to the needs 
of the community. 
 
Tot classes are offered for tots from twelve 
months to 5 years of age.  Some classes 
provide interaction between parent and child.  
Other classes provide the child with their first 
classroom experience on their own, without 
their parent.  Tot classes offer arts & crafts, 
sports, dancing, storytelling, cooking, singing 
songs and socialization.  They are offered 
during the day, as well as, the evening to 
accommodate the working parent. Six 
enthusiastic tot instructors with a background 
in early education and experience working 
with tots and school aged children instruct these very important classes. 
 
The Bright Beginnings Preschool Program is offered for three and four year old children.  The 
philosophy of the Preschool Program is learning through play.  It offers parents a quality choice 
for their children’s beginning education based on the Niles Park District reputation.  Activities in 
art, music, movement, cooking, games, storytelling and dramatic play will help nurture the 
development of self-control, physical coordination and social and cognitive skills.  Classes are 
offered in both the morning and afternoon.  Classes are taught by six teachers with Bachelor’s 
and Early Education degrees and three teacher’s aides experienced in working with children.  
Teachers and aides collaborate together to produce strong, quality preschool programs.  They 
are dedicated and have positive attitudes towards the parents and young children. 
 
Summer camps are designed to give children of all ages a summer to remember. Parents can 
feel confident that their children will be looked after in a fun, creative and safe environment.  
Camps are offered at a variety of times and days, including before and after care. 
 



Special events are an important part of the Niles Park District.  These events are created to 
bring the residents of the community and the Park District together.  We provide safe and 
entertaining events for the community. 
Arts and Craft classes are offered to children ages 7 and older in the after school hours. There 
are a wide variety of classes for any age group to choose from.  Ceramics, sewing, and 
scrapbooking are a way to express the creative spirit. 
 
Dance programs are offered for children ages 3 to adult.  The children’s dance program runs 
from fall until spring.  There is a dance recital for all classes at the end of the program.  Adult 
dance programs offered are Ballroom Dance, Line Dancing, Swing Classes and Wedding Dance 
Workshops.  Two experienced part-time dance instructors and a contractual dance company 
enables us to offer this wide variety of dance programs. 
 
We offer Birthday Party Packages geared to children ages 4 to 10.  Parents can choose from 
our creative and active birthday party packages.  Our packages offer parents a hassle free 

celebration and allow them to enjoy 
their child’s special day too! 
 
Athletics are offered for children 3 
years and older to senior adults.  
Youth athletics include gymnastics, t-
ball, soccer, tennis, basketball, 
softball, karate and Tae Kwon Do.  
Thousands of youth participants learn 
to socialize, compete and develop 
skills and confidence in a fun, safe 
environment. 
 
Adult athletics are offered for the 
young and senior adults.  Programs 
include fitness, aerobics, softball, 
volleyball and flag football.  This 

coming year the major emphasis will be placed on adult resident and local business 
participation.  This approach will make our adult residents more aware of the programs that fit 
into their schedule and leisure needs. 
 
A special part of our athletic program this year will be a restructuring of our Summer Sports 
Camps.  Campers from first through sixth grade will enjoy the experience of participating and 
learning an assortment of sport skills.  We will be striving to provide the best summer 
experience a child can have. 
 
The main goals of the Athletic Department are to provide quality programs for all ages.  Also, to 
bring the Niles community closer together through recreation. 
 
 
 
 
  















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARK SERVICES/MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Duties and responsibilities for the department vary depending on the time of the year.  During 
the months of March and April the pools are cleaned and pumps are serviced in preparation for 
the opening day in May.  Other areas that are addressed within these months are the aeration, 
over seeding and fertilization of all ball 
fields, cleaning of all landscape beds, and 
preparation of the Districts annual flower 
planting. Mowing operations begin in April 
and end in November depending on weather 
conditions.  
 
During the months of November through 
February the department maintains and 
repairs all equipment, repairs picnic tables, 
and identification signs.  Snow removal 
becomes one of the major responsibilities 
during the winter.  All sidewalks, parking 
lots, and walkways are cleared of snow and 
salted for the safe use by our patrons. 
 
The Park Services Department stays current on all current recommendations of PDRMA and 
also attends various safety seminars.  All playground equipment is routinely checked for safety 
and appearance. 
 
The Niles Park District fleet currently is at 20 vehicles ranging from automobiles, pick up trucks, 
vans, and dump trucks.  The fleet is monitored and repaired by the equipment foreman who is 
responsible for the upkeep and daily maintenance of all vehicles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAM TENNIS DEPARTMENT 
 
The Tam Tennis and Fitness Complex was added as a 
Park District facility in 2001.  The facility has 8 indoor 
tennis courts, 1 racquetball court, workout facility, aerobic 
room, locker rooms with whirlpools and a pro shop.   
 
Tam tennis offers a variety of programs ranging from 
junior players to seniors.  Emphasis is placed on fun, 
health, and the social benefits that are gained from 
playing the game of tennis.  Focus is placed on the 
personal growth of the players as the instructors set and 
achieve their tennis goals at every level.  Each player is 
encouraged to enjoy tennis as a rewarding sport for a 
lifetime. 

 
The club offers many fitness programs 
including aerobics.  There is a workout 
facility available for members.  
Programs are designed to stimulate the 
heart and lungs, improve body tone, 
increase energy and stamina, and 
promote awareness of an individual’s 
condition.  The instructors try to 
motivate people to enjoy what they are 
doing. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICE RINK 
 
 
The IceLand facility consists of a 50-week operation.  There will be a two week shutdown period 
scheduled for building and equipment repairs that cannot be completed while the facility is in 
operation. 
 
Programming takes up a majority of the time at IceLand during the 52 week operation.  IceLand 
Skate School operates 43 weeks a year.  Ranger Youth Hockey program operates 38 weeks a 
year.  Public Skating operates 49 weeks a year.  Instructional Hockey Clinics operate 33 weeks 
a year.  
 
Skating School has approximately 2,000 participants 
annually.  This is spread out over four skating 
sessions.  Ranger Hockey annual participation is 
approximately 500 between fall and spring hockey 
seasons.  Public skating exceeds 4,500 skaters per 
year. 
 
In addition to these programs, IceLand offers 
birthday parties, meeting room rentals, ice rentals, 
private skating and hockey instruction, and vending 
operations.  
 
Additionally, IceLand offers the following special events; Annual Ice Show, Sweetheart Open 
Skating Competition, Holiday Classic Youth Hockey Tournament, Holiday Skating Exhibition, 

Thanksgiving Youth Hockey Tournament, six stars 
holiday and summer camps and various special open 
skating events such as teen skates, family nights and 
holiday public skating. 
 
The IceLand staff consists of 2 full-time and 35 part-
time employees.  Full time employees consist of the 
Facility General Manager, and Maintenance 
Technician.  Part-time employees consist of the 
Skating Director, Skating Instructors, Skate Guards 
and Facility Supervisors. 
 

It is the purpose of the IceLand skating facility to provide the Niles Park District residents and 
facility patrons with excellent ice skating and innovative services by developing and expanding 
our customer base.  Also to become the best facility possible, striving for the highest standards 
of professionalism. 
  















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARK SERVICES/MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Duties and responsibilities for the department vary depending on the time of the year.  During 
the months of March and April the pools are cleaned and pumps are serviced in preparation for 
the opening day in May.  Other areas that are addressed within these months are the aeration, 
over seeding and fertilization of all ball 
fields, cleaning of all landscape beds, and 
preparation of the Districts annual flower 
planting. Mowing operations begin in April 
and end in November depending on weather 
conditions.  
 
During the months of November through 
February the department maintains and 
repairs all equipment, repairs picnic tables, 
and identification signs.  Snow removal 
becomes one of the major responsibilities 
during the winter.  All sidewalks, parking 
lots, and walkways are cleared of snow and 
salted for the safe use by our patrons. 
 
The Park Services Department stays current on all current recommendations of PDRMA and 
also attends various safety seminars.  All playground equipment is routinely checked for safety 
and appearance. 
 
The Niles Park District fleet currently is at 20 vehicles ranging from automobiles, pick up trucks, 
vans, and dump trucks.  The fleet is monitored and repaired by the equipment foreman who is 
responsible for the upkeep and daily maintenance of all vehicles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AQUATICS DEPARTMENT 

 
 
The Niles Park District Aquatics Program is based upon providing the community with 
instructional and fun classes, well-maintained facilities, a professional and knowledgeable staff; 
and above all, a safe experience. 
 
Parents can introduce their newborns to the water environment in Aqua Tots and Parents. 
Preschool Swim then allows the 3-5 year olds to become an active and social participant in a 
group setting. For further progression, Levels 1-7 acclimates the swimmer to independent 
floatation, culminating with refinement of the four major swim strokes. Participant to instructor 

ratios will be lowered to 5:1 to deliver more 
personal attention and quicker results. 
 
We also offer an Adult Learn to Swim 
Program as well as Private Lessons 
catering to those who prefer 1:1 instruction 
and a Swim and Trim class for those 
wanting to stay fit and cool. In all, the NPD 
offers swim instruction everyday with 
approximately 1000 participants throughout 
the summer. 
 
As for open swim, Oasis Waterpark is 
expected to attract over 50,000 visitors 

during the 2011 season. Memorial Day through Labor Day, the aquatic staff will be dedicated to 
maximize the hours available to swim. Swimmers will be greeted by courteous cashiers and 
deck attendants, be kept safe in the hands of over 55 lifeguards certified through Starfish and 
Associates, and supervised by managers hired for their maturity, leadership qualities as well as 
organizational and communicative abilities.  
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